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 Reading texts only 
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Fantastic Mr Fox 
Roald Dahl 

4.1 
 

Varjak Paw 
SF Said 

3.8 
 

Lob  
Linda Newbery  

4.2 

Adventure 
Humour  

Fantasy 
Adventure 

Fantasy 
Magical Realism   



 
 

 
 

Fantastic Mr. Fox is a 
children's book written by 
Roald Dahl. The novel is 

about Mr. Fox, who steals 
livestock from three cruel 
farmers to provide for his 

family. The book explores 
the themes of family, 

friendship, intelligence, and 
the conflict between man 

and the natural world3. The 
farmers, who are out for 

revenge, join forces to catch 
Mr. Fox and his family. 

Varjak Paw is a Mesopotamian 
dark blue kitten who lives with 

his family in the Contessa's 
house on the hill. He is mocked 

because he has different 
coloured eyes. One day, a 

mysterious gentleman and two 
fearsome black cats arrive, and 

Varjak is forced to venture 
outside the walls and fend for 

himself in the mean streets 
below. Luckily, the Elder Paw 

has taught him ‘the Way’, a 
secret martial art for cats, 

which he uses to survive in a 

city full of dangerous dogs, cat 
gangs, and the Vanishings 

 
 
 
 

Lucy's parents think Lob's just 
imaginary, but Lucy knows he 
exists. And she can't believe it 
when she finally spots Lob in 
the gooseberry bushes. But 
Lucy's world is about to be 

shattered by a terrible event. 
What will happen to Lob now - 

and will she ever see him 
again? 
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Writing texts only 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 



  
The Promise 

Nicola Davies 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Lost Thing 

Shaun Tan 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Winter’s child 
Angela McAllister 

and Grahame 
Baker-Smith 

 
 

 

  
Leon and the place 

between 
Angela McAllister 

and Grahame 
Baker-Smith 

 

 
Voices in the Park 
Anthony Browne 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Barnabus 

Project 
Fan Brothers 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Stone Age Boy 
3.5 

 
 
 

 
Wanted the Perfect 

Pet 
3.5 

 

 
Lights on Cotton Rock  

 
3.5 

 

 
 

We’re All Wonders  
 

 

 
The Night Gardener  

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 4 Reading texts only  Reading and Writing texts  

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 
 James and the Giant Peach 

Roald Dahl 
4.8 

 

 
The Explorer 

Katherine Rundell 
4.5 

) 

 
The boy who grew 

dragons 
Andy Shepherd 

5.5 

 
Iron Man  

Ted Hughes 
4.7 

 
 

The Firework Maker’s 
Daughter 

Philip Pullman 
5.3 

 
The Butterfly Lion 
Michael Morpurgo 

4.6 

Fantasy  Adventure 
Fantasy 

Fantasy  Fantasy Adventure  Histoircal  

The plot centres on a young English orphan 
boy who enters a gigantic, magical peach, and 
has a wild and surreal cross-world adventure 
with seven magically altered garden bugs he 

meets.  

  

The Explorer is a book by 
Katherine Rundell that tells the 
story of four children who are 
stranded in the Amazon jungle 
after a plane crash. The book 

follows their struggle to survive in 
the vast, open wilderness of the 
Amazon Rainforest. The story is a 

gripping tale of adventure, 
survival, and friendship 

 

The Boy Who Grew Dragons is 
a children's book about a boy 
named Tomas who discovers 

a strange old tree at the 
bottom of his grandad's 

garden. He takes the funny 
fruit from the tree back into 

the house and gets the shock 

and delight of his life when a 
tiny dragon hatches. Most of 

the story is about him 
learning how to take care of 
his dragon (Flicker) and keep 
it a secret from his family and 

friends. The book ends with 
the friends camping out to 

‘catch’ their own dragons and 
chaos ensues  

Iron Man is a book that 
describes the unexpected 

arrival in England of a giant 
"metal man" of unknown 

origin who rains destruction 
on the countryside by eating 
industrial farm equipment. 

The book is half-way between 

a modern fairy-tale and 
science-fiction myth. The Iron 

Man befriends a small boy 
and defends the world from a 
dragon from outer space. The 

book is about mankind's 

efforts to put a stop to the 
destruction caused by the 

Iron Man and how the Iron 
Man finds a way to save the 

world from a terrible monster 
from outer space 

The Firework Maker's Daughter 
is a book about a young girl 

named Lila who wants to 
become a firework-maker like 
her father, Lalchand. Despite 
her talents, Lalchand believes 

this is an unsuitable job for 
girls. Lila disagrees and goes on 

a quest to face the Fire-Fiend 
and collect the Royal Sulphur 
she needs to be able to make 
the finest fireworks. On her 

journey, she encounters 
pirates, wild animals, and Rocky 

Mountains. Finally, she must 
walk on fire to discover the 

secrets she needs to follow her 
passion. 

 

The Butterfly Lion is a moving 
story of a young boy who 

rescues an orphaned white lion 
cub from the African bush. 

Bertie and the lion are 
inseparable until Bertie is sent 
to boarding school far away in 
England and the lion is sold to 

a circus. Bertie swears that one 
day they will see one another 

again, but it is the butterfly lion 
which ensures that their 
friendship will never be 

forgotten 
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Writing texts only 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Year 5 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 

 
Sky Chasers 

Emma Carroll 
4.5 

 

 

 
The Girl of ink and 

stars  
Kiran Millwood 

4.7 

 

 
Letters from the 

Lighthouse 
Emma Carroll  

4.9 
 

 

 
The boy at the back 

of the class 
Onjali Rauf 

5.4 

 
The Nowhere 

Emporium 
Ross Mackenzie 

5.0 

 
Street Child 

Berlie Doherty 
5.1 

 

Fantasy Historical 
Adventure 

Fantasy 
Adventure 

Historical Magical Topical  

A encounter with a boy dangling from the sky 
changes pickpocket Magpie's life forever. His 

family, the Montgolfiers, are desperate to 
discover the secret of flight. Together with 
Pierre, Magpie is caught up in a world of 

inflatable bloomers, spies and unruly animals 
in a race to be the first to fly a hot air balloon - 

in front of the King and Queen of France.  

Forbidden to leave her island, 
Isabella Riosse dreams of the 

faraway lands her father once 
mapped. 

When her closest friend 
disappears into the island’s 
Forgotten Territories, she 
volunteers to guide the 

search. As a cartographer’s 
daughter, she’s equipped with 

elaborate ink maps and 

knowledge of the stars, and is 
eager to navigate the island’s 

forgotten heart. 
But the world beyond the 
walls is a monster-filled 

wasteland – and beneath the 

dry rivers and smoking 
mountains, a legendary fire 
demon is stirring from its 
sleep. Soon, following her 

map, her heart and an ancient 
myth, Isabella discovers the 

true end of her journey: to 
save the island itself. 

February, 1941. After 

months of bombing raids in 
London, twelve-year-old 
Olive Bradshaw and her 

little brother Cliff are 
evacuated to the Devon 

coast. The only person with 
two spare beds is Mr 

Ephraim, the local 

lighthouse keeper. But he's 
not used to company and 

he certainly doesn't want 
any evacuees. 

 
Desperate to be helpful, 

Olive becomes his post-girl, 
carrying secret messages 
(as she likes to think of the 

letters) to the villagers. But 
Olive has a secret of her 

own. Her older sister Sukie 
went missing in an air raid, 

and she's desperate to 

discover what happened to 
her. And then she finds a 

strange coded note which 
seems to link Sukie to 

Devon, and to something 

dark and impossibly 
dangerous. 

 The Boy at the Back of the 
Class is a children's novel that 

explores the refugee crisis 
through the eyes of a young 

narrator who befriends a new 
boy from Syria. The novel 

shows the power of friendship 
and kindness in a world that is 

often cruel and confusing. The 
new boy, Ahmet, is a nine-

year-old Syrian refugee who 

has been separated from his 
family and suffers from 

mental trauma. 

 

The Nowhere Emporium is a 
book about a magical shop 

that has been stolen and 
vanished without a trace. The 
story follows Daniel and Ellie 

as they search for the lost 
Emporium, encountering 

magical bookshops, deserted 

islands, and an array of 
magicians. Daniel is recruited 
as Mr Silver's apprentice and 

learns the secrets of the 
Emporium's vast labyrinth of 

passageways and rooms. 
However, when Mr Silver 
disappears and a shadow 
from the past threatens 

everything, the Emporium 
and all its wonders begin to 
crumble. Daniel wakes up in 

the Emporium after being 
knocked down by a car and 

realizes the shop truly is 

magical, traveling through 
time and entertaining 

customers across the ages.  

A fictional account of the 
experiences of Jim Jarvis, a 

young orphan who escapes 
the workhouse in 1860’s 

London and survives brutal 
treatment and desperate 

circumstances until he is taken 
in by Dr. Barnardo, founder of 

a school for the city’s “ragged” 
children. 

 

 



 

 

Year 6 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 
Holes 

Louis Sachar 
4.6 

 
Clockwork 

Philip Pullman 
5.7 

Consolidation  Consolidation  Writing Assessment units: The 
Piano and Road’s End 

 

 
Sky Song 

Abi Elphinstone 
6.1 

 
Who let the gods 

out? 
Maz Evans 

5.8 
 

Adventure  Fanatsy/ ghost story   Ancient Greek 
         Adventure 

Adventure 
            Fantasy  

Holes by Louis Sachar is a 1998 novel about a 

group of boys who are sent to a juvenile 
detention center in the desert.  
The boys are forced to dig holes in the desert 

as part of their punishment. However, they 
soon discover that there may be more to the 
holes than meets the eye.  
As the boys uncover the secrets of the holes, 
they must also grapple with the secrets of 
their own pasts. Ultimately, they must learn to 

work together in order to survive.  
Holes is a story about friendship, loyalty, and 
finding hope in the midst of hardship. 

Clockwork is set in the town of 
Glockenheim in Germany in "the 
old days". It has three main 
characters: Karl, an apprentice 
clockmaker who has failed to 
make a figure for the town clock; 
Gretl, who is a very selfless young 

girl is also one of the main 
characters and is the daughter of 
the innkeeper of Glockenheim and 
Fritz, a local writer whose 
unfinished story sets the gears of 
Clockwork turning. 
The townspeople gather in the 
White Horse Tavern the evening 
before a new figure for their town 
clock made by Karl is to be 
unveiled. Karl, however, admits to 

Fritz that he has not made the 
figure, the first apprentice in 
hundreds of years to fail to do so.  
The people in the tavern listen to 
Fritz read his latest story about a 
local aristocrat, Prince Otto, and 
his young son, Prince Florian. 
Prince Otto dies while on a 
hunting trip. His heart has been 

  Who Let the Gods Out is a 

book about Elliot, whose mum 
is ill and home is under threat. 
A shooting star crashes to 

earth and changes Elliot's life 
forever. The star is Virgo - a 
young Zodiac goddess on a 
mission. When the pair 
accidentally unleash the 
wicked death daemon 

Thanatos, they turn to the old 
Olympian gods for help. After 
centuries of cushy retirement 
on earth, are Zeus and his 
crew up to the task of saving 
the world - and solving Elliot's 

problems too 

In the snowy kingdom of 

Erkenwald, whales glide 
between icebergs, wolves 
hunt on the tundra and polar 

bears roam the glaciers. But 
the people of this land aren’t 
so easy to find – because 
Erkenwald is ruled by an evil 
Ice Queen and the tribes must 
stay hidden or risk becoming 

her prisoners at Winterfang 
Palace. 

Join Eska, a girl who breaks 
free from a cursed music box, 
and Flint, a boy whose 
inventions could change the 

fate of Erkenwald forever, as 
they journey to the Never 

Cliffs and beyond in search of 
an ancient, almost forgotten, 



replaced with a clockwork 
mechanism that enables him to 
drive his son home in their sledge. 
Fritz wrote down the story after 
having a dream, but he has not 
thought of an ending for it, and 

hopes that he will be able to think 
up one on the spot: "He was just 
going to wind up the story, set it 
going, and make up the end when 
he got there." 
The story begins to come true 
when Dr. Kalmeneius comes to the 
door of the tavern. Fritz flees in 
terror. Dr. Kalmeneius offers Karl a 
clockwork figure called Sir 
Ironsoul, which Karl accepts. Karl's 

acceptance of the gift sets in 
motion a chain of interlocking 
stories. A price must be paid for 
this gift, as Sir Ironsoul is a 
mechanical knight that comes 
alive and kills anyone who says the 
word "Devil". Only the song "The 
Flowers of Lapland" can stop him. 
The narrative shifts back and 
forwards through time. It is 
revealed that Prince Florian was 

made from clockwork by Dr. 
Kalmeneius at the wishes of his 
father. His mechanical heart will 
soon wind down. Gretl is the only 
person who can restore true life to 
him. All the stories come together 
as one. Karl places Prince Florian 
in the clock's tower as his 
apprentice piece. Karl is killed by 
Sir Ironsoul. Gretl finishes the 
journey by bringing Prince Florian 

to life through her unselfish love. 

song with the power to force 
the Ice Queen back. 

 

 


