
 

Etymology Progression 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

Year 3 • Anni/ annu- year  
(anniversary, annual, annually) 

• Bi- two, twice  
(bicycle, binoculars, biped) 

• Du- two 
(duet, duo, duplicate) 

• Penta- five 
(pentagon, pentagram, 
pentathlon) 

• Dec- ten 
(decade, decathlon, December) 

• Micro-very small 
(microbe, microchip, 
microscope) 

• Mini- small 
(miniature, minimum, 
minuscule) 

• Tri- three 
(triangle, tricycle, tripod) 

• Uni-one  
(unicycle, unison, universe) 

• Quart- fourth 
(quart, quarter, quartet) 
Verb- word 
(adverb, proverb, verbal) 
 
 
 

• Aqu- water  
(aquarium, aquatic, aqueduct) 

• Bio- life  
(biography, biology, biosphere) 

• Co- together 
(co-author, coexist, cooperate) 

• De- reduce 
(debug, decelerate, dethrone) 

• Herb- plant 
(herbal, herbicide, herbivore) 

• Kilo- thousand 
(kilogram, kilometre, kilowatt) 

• Mar-sea 
(marine, maritime, submarine) 

• Milli- thousandth 
(millilitre, millimetre, millipede) 

• Mis- wrong 
(misbehave, misprint, mistake) 

• Numer- number 
(enumerate, numerator, 
numerous) 

• Quad- four 
(quad bike, quadrilateral, 
quadruped) 

• Sol-alone 
(desolate, solitary, solo) 

• Cent- hundred 
(centimetre, centipede, century) 

• Astro- star  
(asterisk, astronaut, 
astronomer) 

• Ex- out 
(exclude, exclaim, exhale) 

• Anti- opposite  
(antibiotic, anticlockwise, 
antisocial) 

• Hydro- water 
(dehydrate, hydrate, 
hydrogen) 

• Mater- mother 
(maternal, maternity, 
matriarch) 

• Mono- one 
(monochrome, monologue, 
monotheism) 

• Oct-eight 
(octagon, octogenarian, 
octopus) 

• Circ- ring 
(circle, circuit, circus) 

• Cycl- circle 
(bicycle, cyclone, tricycle)  

• Semi-half 
(semicircle, semicolon, semi-
final) 
 



 
 

 
 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

Year 4 • Aud- hear  
(audible, audience, audio) 

• Carn- flesh 
(carnal, carnivore, incarnate) 

• Contra- against 
(contradict, contrary, 
controversy) 

• Dis-away 
(disagree, disappear, 
disqualify) 

• Ject- throw 
(eject, project, reject) 

• Max- greatest 
(maximal, maximise, 
maximum) 

• Nov- new 
(innovate, novelty, novice) 

• Photo-light 
(photogenic, photograph, 
photon) 

• Re- again 
(reaction, rebound, rewind) 

• Rupt- break 
(bankrupt, corrupt, interrupt) 

• Sci- know 
(conscience, conscious, 
science) 

• Tele- far 

• Acro- top, height  
(acrobat, acronym, acropolis) 

• Cert- sure 
(ascertain, certain, certificate) 

• Clar- clear 
(clarify, clarity, declare) 

• Dent- teeth 
(dentist, denture, trident) 

• Geo- earth 
(geography, geology, geometry) 

• Lab- work 
(collaborate, laboratory, labour) 

• Inter- between 
(intercept, international, 
intersection) 

• Mid-middle 
(mid-air, midday, midriff) 

• Pop-people 
(populace, popular, population) 

• Reg- rule 
(regal, regent, regulate) 

• Scend- climb 
(ascend, crescendo, descend) 

• Sub- below 
(submarine, submerge, 
substandard) 

• Terr- land 
(extra-terrestrial, terrain, territory) 

• Un- not 

• Claim/ clam- speak out 
(clamour, exclamation, 
proclamation) 

• Demo- people 
(democracy, demonstrate, 
epidemic) 

• Dict- speak 
(contradict, dictionary, 
prediction) 

• Gon- angle 
(diagonal, hexagon, polygon) 

• Medi- middle 
(medieval, mediocre, medium) 

• Non- not 
(nondescript, nonfiction, 
nonsense) 

• Phon-sound 
(cacophony, microphone, 
telephone) 

• Pos-put 
(expose, deposit, dispose) 

• Scope- see 
(microscope, periscope, 
telescope) 

• Struct- build 
(construct, destruction, 
structure) 

• Hexa- six 



(telephone, telescope, 
television) 

(undone, unfair, unfriendly) 
 
 

(hexagon, hexameter, 
hexapod) 
 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

Year 5 • Log-word 
(analogy, catalogue, dialogue) 

• Chrono- time 
(chronic, chronological, 
chronometer) 

• Don- give 
(donate, donor, pardon) 

• Equ- equal 
(equal, equanimity, 
equidistant) 

• Form- shape 
(deform, reform, uniform) 

• Il/ im/ in/ ir- not, without 
(illegal, impossible, 
inappropriate, irrational) 

• Lun-moon 
(lunacy, lunar, lunatic) 

• Memor- remember 
(commemorate, memorial, 
memory) 

• Pel-force 
(compel, expel, repel) 

• Neg- no 
(negate, negative, renege) 

• Ped- foot 
(pedal, pedestal, pedestrian) 

• Scribe/ scrip- write 
(describe, inscribe, script) 

• Ali/ alter- other  
(alias, alien, alter) 

• Cline- lean 
(inclination, incline, recline) 

• Cosm- universe 
(cosmic, cosmos, microcosm) 

• Dia- through/ across 
(diagonal, diagram, diameter) 

• Flect/ flex- bend 
(flexible, inflect, reflect) 

• Graph- writing 
(autograph, biography, graphics) 

• Act/ ag- do  
(action, agent, agitate) 

• Loc-place 
(dislocate, location, relocate) 

• Mand-order 
(command, demand, mandatory) 

• Nom- name 
(denominator, nominate, 
nomination) 

• Omni- all 
(omnipotent, omniscient, 
omnivore) 

• Para- beside 
(parachute, parallel, parasite) 

• Sed/sid- sit 
(preside, sedentary, sediment) 

• Ambi- both  
(ambidextrous, ambiguous, 
ambivalent) 

• Clud/clus- close 
(conclude, exclude, seclude) 

• Dur- last 
(durable, duration, endure) 

• Fid- faith 
(confide, confident, fidelity) 

• Liber- free 
(liberal, liberate, liberty) 

• Mal- bad 
(malfunction, malicious, 
malnourished) 

• Mort- death 
(immortal, mortal, mortician) 

• Nat-birth 
(innate, nativity, natural) 

• Poly- many 
(polygon, polymer, 
polytheism) 

• Port- carry 
(export, import, portable) 

• Pre- before 
(preclude, prediction, prepare) 

• Pro-before 
(prognosis, prologue, prophet) 

• Sect- cut 



• Spec- look 
(inspect, spectacle, spectator) 

 

• Sta- stand 
• (stable, stagnant, stationary) 

• Tract- pull 
(contract, retract, tractor) 
 

(bisect, dissect, section) 
 

 Autumn Spring Summer 

Year 6 • Acu- sharp  
(accurate, acupuncture, acute) 

• Capt/ cept- hold, take  
(captivate, intercept, receipt) 

• Com- together 
(communicate, community, 
composition) 

• Cred- belief  
(credit, credulous, incredible) 

• Dyn- power (dynamic, 
dynamite, dynamo) 

• Fore- in front of 
(forebode, forecast, forefather) 

• Fug- run away 
(fugitive, refuge, refugee) 

• Magna- great, large 
(magnate, magnificent, 
magnify) 

• Pul-urge 
(compulsion, expulsion, 
impulsive) 

• Serv- keep 
(conserve, preserve, reserve) 
Vac- empty 
(evacuate, vacant, vacuum) 

• Vid- see 

• Aero- air  
(aerial, aeronaut, aerospace) 

• Cogn- know 
(cognition, incognito, recognise) 

• Con- with 
(concur, contemporary, 
convention) 

• Domin- master 
(dominate, domineering, 
dominion) 

• Fer- carry 
(ferry, refer, transfer) 

• Jud- law 
(judge, judiciary, prejudice) 

• Path- feeling 
(antipathy, empathy, sympathy) 

• Poli-city 
(metropolis, police, politics) 

• Super- higher 
(superior, supernatural, 
supersonic) 
Trans- across 
(transfer, transparent, transport) 

• Ver-truth 
(aver, verdict, verify) 
 

• Auto- self  
(autograph, automatic, 
automobile) 

• Bibl- book  
(bible, bibliography, 
bibliophile) 

• Cide/cise- cut, kill 
(excise, homicide, incisor) 

• Corp- body 
(corporal, corporation, corpse) 

• Extr- beyond 
(extraordinary, extra-
terrestrial, extrovert) 

• Gen- birth 
(generate, genesis, genetic) 

• Per- throughout 
(perennial, permanent, 
persist) 

• Post- after 
(posthumous, postpone, 
postscript) 
Tact- contact, touch 
(intact, tactile) 

• Vers/ vert- turn 
(extrovert, introvert, reverse) 
 



(evidence, provide, video)  
 

 

 

 

 


